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Thoughts on the climate crisis by Braam Malherbe 

Our planet Earth lies approximately 100 million kilometres from our sun. This seems a long way by any standard. Yet we are so perfectly positioned that we are able to support life. So perfectly in fact, that if we were a single kilometre closer we would burn up, a kilometre further and we would have a frozen planet. This is our only home. If we think of moving somewhere else, forget it! In perspective, light travels at a speed of 300, 000kms per second. To better understand this, let’s assume we could bend light. Switch on a torch and it would move around the earth seven times in one second! Our closest star (apart from our sun) is four light years away. Seven times around our earth in one second, that speed travelling for four earth years and we would finally be at Alpha Centauri, our closest neighbour. It’s a safe assumption to say that if we don’t look after our home, it’s over.
As a result of global warming the not thousands of species are already extinct with millions on the brink, including humans! It has been scientifically explained and is generally accepted, that at the current rate of carbon emissions going into the atmosphere, we have, at best, two generations of human habitation on the planet!

The SA Minister of Science and Technology, Mosibudi Mangena, has said that SA is one of the three most biologically diverse countries in the world, containing between 250 000 and 1 – million species. He states that the rate of the world’s biodiversity loss is anything between 100 and 1000 times higher than ever before in the history of the earth. “We stand to lose crucial life-support systems through the loss of important habitats. We have to act now.” says Mangena.

As humans, we are the only species on the planet blessed with a cerebral cortex. This part of our brain is an amazing gift allowing us to do something quite extraordinary: we can be in the present, learn from our past, and change the future. In our own lifetime! Unfortunately, because of arrogance and greed, we have broken the most basic law of nature. This law states: “every species on the planet gives to one or more other species, thereby ensuring their own survival.” A honey bee and a flower is a simple example. All species, except humans! We tend to work from a premise of “what’s in it for me before I do anything?”

But it is not too late! When there are problems, solutions present themselves. The crisis in Mandarin means fear (or danger) and opportunity. In the work I do I show how we are living in the most exciting times in the history of the earth and the incredible opportunity we have to save our planet. This is our single greatest moment to truly evolve into the magnificent beings we are meant to be. Being mediocre does not benefit anyone. I explore how we can become our own greatest asset. In nature, every species is an asset. A liability is taken out of the equation. Let’s learn from her amazing gifts!  

