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Record-breaking blind Hein goes solo
Riding a tandem bicycle behind a sighted pilot is just not this blind cyclist’s idea of fun! Hein Wagner, the blind motivational speaker and adventurer from Cape Town who broke the World Blind Land Speed Record in September last year, has decided to use a single bicycle for this year’s Construction du Cap Ninety Niner Cycling Race in Durbanville on 11 February 2006.

Traditionally, a blind cyclist would sit behind a sighted pilot on a tandem bicycle. However, this time Wagner has decided to go solo! Wagner, who was born blind, will attempt to cycle the 39 kilometre section of this race on his own. He says that he wants to use the attempt to create awareness of the skills of persons with disabilities. According to his research this attempt appears to be a world first.

“My aim is to inspire people and show them that anything is possible if you are willing to face your fears and just do it!” he says.
The race’s organising committee says they are proud and excited to have a person like Hein at their event, doing what they believe could be a world first. 
“Imagine yourself on a bicycle, blindfolded, no physical connection to your navigator, using only the sound of a small noise generator to guide you around a ninety-degree bend… Hein will be closely followed on his 39 km journey by all of us, and we wish him a safe and exciting journey! He will also be part of our prize giving ceremony afterwards,” says Prof Melius Weideman, the race’s event co-ordinator.
Through his attempt Wagner hopes to raise funds for the SA National Council for the Blind who will use the money to provide computer training to underprivileged students.

“I cannot imagine my life without computers. E-mail is my primary means of communication and technology has certainly opened many doors for disabled people, however, the adaptive software does not come cheap,” says Wagner.
Ricky De Agrela, who holds the record for the longest micro light expedition in the world, will lead Wagner to finish this event. De Agrela will be cycling 10 meters ahead of Wagner and by listening to the noise generator on De Agrela's bike, Wagner is sure that he will be able to navigate the 39 kilometre route - including bends, corners and straights!
“My biggest challenge is to avoid the oncoming traffic and hopefully we will have a wind free day” Wagner said.

Wagner is challenging all brave corporate organisations with vision to sponsor him x-amount per kilometre for the attempt and all funds raised will go directly to the SA National Council for the Blind. 
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