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By Leon Engelbrecht

South African Hein Wagner has become the world's fastest blind driver after howling down a Mafikeng airstrip at an average speed of 269km/h.

The previous record was 233km/h.

"It's an absolutely awesome feeling," said the man from Cape Town. "I've been world record holder for a whole hour. I can't tell you how it felt, it was over so fast."

Motivational speaker Wagner said he entered the "flying kilometre" - the distance over which his speed was calculated - at around 260km/h and exited at around 280km/h.

The record was set on an airstrip because blind people are not allowed to drive on public roads 

	
The record was set on an airstrip because blind people cannot drive on public roads


.

A video of the run will be sent to the Guinness Book of World Records to prove that his navigator did not assist him or touch the steering wheel during the event.

The record was also verified by MSA, the official governing body of South African motorsport.

Wagner was quick to add that his was not a MSA record - they did not have a category for blind drivers. 

The car used was a standard Maserati V8 GranSport, worth R1.25-million, owned by Viglietti, the vehicle's importer.

Wagner said: "I drove it with no insurance - nobody wanted to insure us. Viglietti was very brave to take the risk. He had lots of faith in their car and me."

Asked how long he had practised, Wagner said five hours, which was "way too little, especially for a mad blind guy with a bit of an ego" 
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.

The short practice time was also due to the airfield's reluctance to shut down operations for them to use its runway.

62-year-old retired engineer Ray Wakefield acted as the Wagner's navigator; his task was to guide Wagner as straight as possible down the runway using voice commands only.

Wagner hopes his stunt will help raise money for the SA National Council for the Blind. - Sapa
